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force is supposed to have been from 12,000 to 13,000 men; ours was about 17,000 or 18,000. Our loss amounted to about 800 killed and wounded; the French is supposed to have been about 2000.
Sir Arthur's wish was to have followed them, in which case I believe he would have been in Lisbon next day; but Sir Harry Burrard would not allow him. He had in the same manner been prevented by Sir Harry Burrard from attacking the French the day before at Torres Vedras. Sir Arthur's views on both occasions were extremely right; the option of fighting or not was not with us. Junot had marched from Lisbon with the determination to fight us; the question was whether to attack or to be attacked. After the success there is no doubt that the French should have been followed. Several of our brigades had not been in action; our troops were in high spirits, and the French so crestfallen, that probably they would have dispersed. Of twenty-three pieces of cannon we had taken from them fifteen.
The terms asked by Junot were, not to be prisoners of war, but to be embarked with arms and baggage for France. Something was stipulated for the Kussian fleet in the Tagus, and this was refused, as it was not admitted that the French had any right to negotiate for the Russians. Our Admiral, Sir Charles Cotton, would do that with the Russian Admiral. Junot had agreed to this, and I hope the negotiation will terminate favourably. It is evident that if any operation is to be carried on it will be miserably conducted, and that seniority in the Army List is a bad guide in the choice of a military commander. Sir Arthur Wellesley seems to have conducted his operations with ability, and they have been crowned with success. It is a pity, when so much has been thrown into his hands, that he has not been allowed to complete it, and the conduct of Government on this occasion has been absurd to a degree. I have told both Sir Hew and Sir Arthur that I wished not to interfere; that if the hostilities commenced, Sir Arthur had already done so much, that I thought it but fair he should have the command of beaten. Thoir
